





did not drown the
spirit of Lumberjack
Day.
• What is that
noise? It is probably
an Ag Day activity




Why does it feel





greatest asset? Is it
PLIA, praise and
worship, or is it
something el se? See
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record that has stood
since 1978.
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Fire & Ice music festival
benefits Eckardt Foundation
by Kirstin Vander Giessen
Staff Reporter
Looking for something to do
this Saturday? Even if you're not,
cancel your plans and attend the
Fire & Ice Music Festival 1998,
sponsored by K·ICE 1610 AM
and The Crossfire magazine .
The festival began as 4th
Wall member Joe Hubers' brain-
child. "I wanted a place for my
band to play," said Hubers, so he
gathered four local bands and
started planning. He soon real-
ized, however. that the potential
of this idea was much greater
than a jam session in the B.J.
Haan. "We got the go-ahead from
Greta Eckardt to make it a bene-
fit concert," said organizer Mark
Brink, "so we decided to make
this as beneficial as we could to
her." All proceeds from the festi-
val will go to the Eckardt
Foundation, a fund to provide
college education _for the late
Doug Eckardt's three children.
"The festival is a way to reach out
and still have fun," said Brink.
Featuring fourteen local and
signed bands on two stages in
the Rec Center, Fire"- & Ice
promises to be highly entertain-
ing. The musical line-up includes
everything from folk music to
heavy alternative, comic to semi-
industrial.
One band, coming all the
way from Chicago, is rtvcrscv-
enswell. "Technically, musically,
spiritually, riversevenswell is a
blessed band," said Justin
Westerhof, one of the festival
organizers. 'They have the talent
and the knowledge and the faith
to make it anywhere in the music
world. I'm just glad we booked
them before they got big," he
said. Coming off the release of a
brand new album. rtversev-
enswell should provide some
[resY..,.m.usi<;;.for anyone who's
ever looked for high quality and
unfailing spirituality in the same
band.
Other bands include
Endorphin. Progeny. 4th Wall.
Books & Comics, Covington &
Jongsma, and many more ..."Fire
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One of the bands to be featured this weekend is
riversevenswell from Chicago. They will be joined
by fourteen other bands in the festival which runs
from noon to midnight.
and Ice will be the biggest musi-
cal event to hit this area," said
Westerhof. "We pulled out all the
stops, pulled every strtng to pre-
sent a professional show with
overwhelming audio. as well as
Visual, effects."
In addition to great music,
Fire & Ice will also feature band
merchandise tables, where the
new 4th Wall tape will be avail-
able, and food booths sponsored
by Wells Blue Bunny, Pizza
Ranch, De Koffie Boon and Pizza
Hut. Introducing the bands will
be various local celebrities like
Cory Michaels from Z98 radio.
The festival runs from noon
to mtdnrght on Saturday. Tickets
are only $4 in advance and can
be purchased (only until tomor-
row!) at the box office or at the
table in the SUB. Call ext. 6706
or 6755 for more information.
Students spend "a night in the park" dining and dancing
Travis Bonnema
Evan Jasper and Emily Buys tryout the new dance
moves they learned in the ballroom dancing lessons
held earlier in the week.
by sara Trelck
Staff Reporter
Darkness filled with spots of
glittertng lights greet the visitors
as they enter the park. Stars
shine as they wend their way in
the quiet, still atmosphere with
only the murmuring of other
people to break the silence.
Suddenly a professor walks up
and offers them some fake bub-
bly in a champagne glass, and
they are brought back to earth
remembering that they are in
Dordt's gym.
Saturday's Spring Banquet
which was held in the gym,
proved to be a great experience.
The theme was "a night in the
park," which they carried to the
hilt with street lamps, trees and
park benches. Half the gym was
reserved for tile dinner (provided
by Carrie Foods) and the enter-
tainment, while the other half
was for the jazz band and ball-
room dancing. The food was
delicious and the entertainment
htlartous. Two men from
Minneapolis who called them-
selves "The Stage Benders" did
some comedy routines involving
audience participation.
After laughing until their
sides hurt, the guests then had
the privilege of hearing Dordt's
jazz band play some numbers for
them as the dancers found their
way around the floor.
Incidentally, this was the jazz
band's first performance and, as
rumor has it, they may be play-
ing more often. Although the
dance floor was filled with left
feet, the guests had fun trying to
use what they learned in the
dance lessons that were available
during ilie week.
Carie Vander Veen was in
charge of the organizing and said
that she enjoyed planning some-
thing that was a little bit fancier
than usual, because the students
and faculty here at. Dordt like a
change from their regular routine
to dress up and have some for-
mal dining. She also said that
this year was more successful
than last year with 225 attending
compared to last year's 140.
Of the people I talked to. all
had a good time enjoying the din-
ner, entertainment, and dancing.
It was unanimous, they would












go off without a hitch this
year. It was scheduled for
last Thursday. but was
postponed due to predicted
bad weather. The rain did
not come, but the move had
been made to Tuesday.
Todd Monger, an RA in
North Hall, said he thinks
this is one of the reasons for
the lower than expected
turnout.
Last year's Lumberjack
Day saw a crowd of around
500 people, according to
Monger. Though this year's
crowd was not nearly as
large, it got more involved.
Monger said that the
organizers were "a little
disappointed" with the Travis Bonnema
turnout this year, but as far Lumberjacks and janes line up for early morning pancakes.
as a campus activity it went
"much better than last
year." The large crowd at last year's Lumberjack
Day "ate and ran." There was plenty of eating this
year as free pancakes and bacon were served, but
the crowd stayed to compete in several events.
The caber toss was held and a new heavy-
weight division was added this year. The facial hair
contest returned again, but the judging is being
held tonight and the results are not in yet. Mark
Brink took first place in the log thumping competi-
tion, knocking 16 opponents off the log, while Paul
Shupe came in second by sending 13 opponents to
the ground. The women's division was taken by
Cathy Palmer who thumped 6 opponents. Craig
Broek won the seed spitting competition with 6
seeds in the bucket, and Allison Van Wyk took sec-
ond in the competition.
Monger would like to thank all those who
came out and participated in lumberjack day.
Moove on Over to Ag Day '98
by Lieschen Hoeksema
Staff Reporter
Besides tractors and a
petting zoo coming to campus
tomorrow, there will be a BBQ,
livestock judging. professor
auction. game booths and
perhaps even hay bale rolling
and bale tossing contests.
Inside the SUB, Senior Ag
majors will have on display their
practicum projects, and
actlvtties for younger children
will be organized .by FACT Club
members.
Ag Day involves more than
just Ag Club members; Ag
professors play a role, local
elementary and high schools
attend Ag Day, local farmers
"lend" some of their livestock for
the day, and of course the
student body is invited to come
and participate in the festivities.
In previous years, Ag Day
has been a popular hit with
Dordt students and Bontrager
expects this year to be equally
successful. He encourages all to
come out and experience "farm
life" for the day. The Ag Club
Country Dance, held at the fair-
grounds, will end the day
Have you herd? Ag Day '98
is the place to be tomorrow on
Dordt's campus. At what other
college can you open your dorm
window at breathe the fresh
smell of livestock, where you are
asked to move your car so a
John Deere can take it's spot?
Well, tomorrow you will have the
opportunity to pet calves, check
out the newest farming equip-
ment, and dance the night away
at the country dance.
Ag Day is an annual event
sponsored by Dordt's Ag Club.
Derek Bontrager, president of Ag
Club, told me the purpose of Ag
- Day is to increase the student
body's awareness of agriculture.
A large percent of the student
body has grown up on farms or
dairies yet they know little about
what goes on. Many students
also grew up in an urban area
and maybe have never had the
chance to pet a heifer or sit on a
tractor. Ag Day is a chance to
learn more about agriculture
and have fun at the same time.
rRff MfDIUMPillA with
purchase ofa LARfif PillA
722-3988
Dine-In or To Go Only









carefully as the college explores
new policies in the coming year.
Stay tuned. Keeping with its
tradition of watching out for
student finances, the Forum
intends to pass a proposal
before the end of the year that
students on off-campus pro-
grams should have their Activity
Fee reduced. If you are going to
Chicago next year, you may be
able to save up to $35.
Turning again to the
perennial Commons problem,
the Forum would like to remind
everyone that Dordt College sets
the choice and price of meal
plans. Carrie Foods, which
operates the Commons, remains
committed to improving service,
selection and satisfaction.
However, the food service
provider has no control over
what meal plans are offered by
the college,
Finally, in response to the
recent rash of vandalism and
burglary in Dordt parking lots.
the Student Forum members
called for better lighting and
more security patrols. Sioux
Center police believe that t~~
incidents were part of a larger
string of car prowls and were
not aimed at college students.
It is the end of the year,
and the senior representatives
must move on. As this liaison
signs off, always remember this
simplistic line of propaganda:
your Student Forum works for
you!
•
For most of this semester,
the Student Forum has been
recovering from the feverish
pitch of activity that it handled
last semester. However. several
important issues have been
introduced and will probably
receive extensive attention early
next year. Speaking of next
year, by the time you read this,
most of next year's Student
Forum will have already been
selected. Elections have been
going on all this week. The
choice of candidates suggest
that there will be pretty strong
continuity between this year
and the coming one, so if you
were dissatisfied with the
actions of this year's Forum but
didn't vote, it's TOO LATE for
you to change anything! Fools!
Hal-laf-lal-c-all power to the
soviets ... er,uh .. .I mean, the
students.
Your student representa-
tives have been dealing with
complainl& abo,,", ~eak
housing, smoking, the Activity
Fee, the new meal plans, and
parking lot security. After dis-
cussing the college policy of
charging students $5 per day to
stay on campus over Spring
Break, the Forum decided to
encourage students to request
exemptions if they are required
to work at Dordt or if they need
to work on major class projects.
On the subject of smoking, the
representatives w1U be watching
"
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Closed Heaven: Reflections on Prayer
Complaining about unanswered prayers.
ideas for having silent times which didn't work out
and the feeling that God doesn't listen to your
prayers-it all starts to irritate me.
Don't we just think too much of ourselves,
and don't we just want too much? Sometimes, I've
got the feeling we can't pray; at least that's what
Paul wrote in Romans 8:26. Maybe the truth is less
hard, but it is sure that we need to learn how to
pray (Luke 11:1).
When I make a list of the most often heard
problems (unanswered prayers, God doesn't listen.
etc.) it becomes really clear that we need to learn
how to pray. First of all, for many
people praying is like a
tradition or just
"because I'm used to
,doing it." Their prayer
is like a train.
Faithfully, the train of
prayer stops at evelY
planned stop and
goes on to the next
stop. It's very obvious
what's coming next.
The second
problem I notice is
that for a lot of people
praying is the same
as making a list for
Santa Claus. When
. God does what you
ask Him then every-
thing is going well in
and with your faith. If
He does not, people




lem is the amount of
words used in a
prayer. It seems to me that a lack of depth is
replaced by a largequantity of words.
What I learned is that praying is much more
than what I do in my bedroom. To pFay is to thank
God for everything He does and, in particular, what
He does for me. Simply the fact that I have lots of
food everyday while two-thirds of the world popu-
lation is hungry makes being able to go to the
Commons a wonder. Or the fact that everybody
who reads this has a place to live while not every-
body has this privilege. Praying is worshipping: it's
praising God. It is being amazed at who God is and
who we are. It is being amazed about the fact that
He is interested in me or just that He exists.
Praying is inevitably pleading guilty. We have
the vision of how we should be while all of us know
that we're not like that vision at all. The reasons
we're not like that vision are understandable and
forgiven. But there is still the fact that we want to
do a lot with our lives but don't realize that.
And last but not least: praying is praying for.
It is talking to God about people and things that
I'm worried about or what I care for.
I cannot imagine that when you have all these
elements in your prayer you have the idea that
heaven remains closed. All the different parts of
prayer come from one key thought: prayer has to
do with contact, a relationship.
When you believe that God knows everything,
why should you bring your concerns to God?
Doesn't God already know what's coming? But
think of our key idea now. We
don't pray to God about
certain people or things
because He wouldn't. know
otherwise. No, we pray
because He want.s t.o hear
from us, about what
concerns us. Our prayers
show that we take our
relationship with Him
seriously. That's the root of
all prayers. In a
relationship you want to
get to know your "partner."
So, praying assumes
reading in your Bible.
When reading, you'll
discover that God Almighty
carries this world and He
who carries everything
wants to have contact with
you!
Be hones when prayiDgL
Tell the truth and don't
hide anything from Him.
Try not to use any cliches;
this requires concentra-
tion. Always ask for God's
will. Be willing to obey when God asks you to do
things you don't really want to do. And most
important: believe that God listens and trust Him.
You'll notice that praying is a kind of a lifestyle
(l Thess. 5: 17). While praying, you'll bring your
whole life to God, and while praying, you'll make
choices. 1 Thess. 5 gives some tips and instruc-
tions such as, "Give thanks in all circumstances,"
including those that are difficult. It's not really
easy and logical for us, but give God the chance to
be a real, wonderful God.
Those who pray like this will notice that every
prayer will be a praising one. All your wishes, wor-
ries and needs are being carried in worshipping
and wondering who God is. Then heaven won't be
closed anymore!
Lydia Boer
Crows, Grackles and Robins
How diverse is the bird
population on Dordt's campus?
Many students may respond by
saying, "There's only crows,
grackles and robins." At the
beginning of the semester, r
would have tended toward this
view, but I have been proven
otherwise.
My interest sparked by my
Avian Biology and Conservation
course, I have gone out and
recorded over 30 different
species of birds on campus. I've
seen everything from Golden
and Ruby-crowned Kinglets and
Yellow-rumped Warblers to Red-
tailed Hawks and an Eastern
Screech-Owl. A Bald Eagle was
even sighted flying over campus,
God takes great joy in the
diversity of birds on Dordt's
campus; we can too. Psalm
104:31b says "may the LORD
rejoice in his works." We here on
Dordt's campus must mirror
this. God rejoices in everything
He has created: we must as well.
When we do things here on
campus that hinder creation's
ability to bring God joy. we are
acting out against our Creator.
In order to know how we can
better enable Dordt's campus to
bring joy to God, we must learn
about what He has blessed the
campus with. Learning will
increase the joy in us.
In order to learn, you must
increase "your awareness ofwhat
is around you by opening up
your senses to the surrounding
environment. Notice when a bird
chirps or sings, and don't
continue on. Stop and
investigate. Find the source of
the song: watch and listen. I
enjoy doing this, but I don't like
being one of only a fewwho do. I
want people to feel free to join
me in taking joy in the diversity.
God had blessed this campus
with and to ask me questions
about it. God has blessed our
campus. Let's learn to take joy
in these blessings, even the
blessings of crows, grackles and
robins.
Curtis Dykstra
Are you born again?
Do you ever ask yourself if
you are truly born again? Do
you realize the danger of an
imagined faith and a false
Christianity (Mt. 24:23-4. KJVV
Over the last century the
Reformed community has devel-
oped a new conception of
rebirth, faith, repentance and
the knowledge of God. Few of
us, if any, will meet the criteria




characterized as a very
dramatic, sensible, personal
and spiritual experience in the
human soul; an experience
manifesting itself through a
visible change in conduct and
conversation; a lifelong struggle
against sin, Satan, unbelief,
carnality and worldly
conformity, accompanied by
true faith and true repentance.
Whereas modern christianity
emphasizes faith and the
Importance of committing to
Christ, our Reformed ancestors
placed great emphasis on
repentance, sanctification, and





begins with a real and sensible
discovery of sin by the law in the
conscience (Ro. 7:9; 3:20). As
the Holy Spirit gives spiritual
understanding, the convert
spiritually sees that God is
infinitely holy and righteous and
that he/she is completely
depraved, sinful, and worthy of
hell (Job 42:5-6: Isa. 6:5). Thus
the convert realizes that even
self-righteousness is sin and
that God would be just if He
damned them [Ps. 51:3-4) ..
Nothing else will convince a
sinner that his own works are
too polluted to merit salvation.
Subsequent discoveries of God's
infinite goodness and beauty
change the heart to cause true
sorrow for sin, an acquiescence
to God's judgement, a sorrow
after God and His holiness, and
a true repentance (2 Co. 3: 18;
1 Co. 2: 14). Only such a person
is prepared to receive Christ
when the Holy Spirit reveals
Him to the soul (Ga. 1:15-6; In.
14:21). The revelation, through
enlightened Scripture, that
Christ atoned for them, and the
embracing of Christ by faith,
comes only after the soul has
been thus prepared. In this
incredible experience, the sin-
ner who sees and feels sin and'
thinks that there is no salvation
possible for him realizes that
salvation is a personal, sensible
transaction between God and
the individual.
Subsequent spiritual life is
characterized by the same
writers as one of continual
avoidance of hatred' of and
repentance for sin; a love for
and striving after holiness; a
strife against and grieving
because of pride, unbelief and
sin; a struggle with the tempta-
tions and harassments of Satan:
a separation from the world; a
personal knowledge of God; a
desire after God's communion
(Ps. 30:7) which is often with-
drawn because of their sin; and
frequent doubting whether or
not one is truly saved. Many
imagine that they live such a
godly life, but their works con-
tradict their testimony. The tree
is known by the fruit. Are the
fruits of a new life evident in us?
Is the hatred of sin and the
desire to be holy the greatest
struggle in our life, and is the
personal communion with God
our greatest desire? As we must
do what Jesus would do, can we
enjoy and participate in activi-
ties involving blasphemy, sexual
suggestiveness. violence. or just
a vain waste of 'time, and stiU
consider ourselves His~.-;";;;;"-_""i
Christianity may have
changed its conceptions of true
conversion, trtvtalized God and
embraced synergism, but God
does not change to accommo-
date man's carnal desires [lea.
55:8; Mal. 3:6). Hence. I fear
that many people consider
themselves born again when
they are not. Not all who call
upon Christ's name are saved
(Mt. 7:21). Christ warns us that
many will be deceived by Satan
(2 Co. 11: 14) and false teachers
coming in His name (Mt. 24).
Read about their fate in
Matthew 22:11-13. No person
will ever come to Christ or com-
mit himself to Him, for by
nature we hate both God and
His salvation (Ro. 1:30: In.
5:40; Ps. 14:2-3: Eph. 2: II.
Christ is only precious for those
who feel their need for a perfect
Savior (Mt. 15:24: 18:11: Lk.
19: 10). And considering the
infinite sufferings of Christ and
corruption of man, is a dramat-
ic rebirth unreasonable?
Reader, examine yourself,
for your soul is too precious and
eternity is too long to be taking
chances. If you have never sen-
sibly experienced your sin and
God's salvation, God's wrath
and His love, then, in the words
of George Whitefield, "for Jesus
Christ's sake, do not call
yourself Christians. ,.





John 13:23 - "Now there was
leaning on Jesus' bosom one of
His disciples, whom Jesus loved."
Revlavttonvshtp - n. 1. The
state or fact of being related.
(Connected) 2. Connection by
blood or marriage: KINSHIP
[courtesy Webster's Dictionary].
The second definition for.,-_---tl_ familiar word really caught
my eye-connected by blood. By
whose blood are we in relation-
ship with God? Jesus' blood.
Neat thought. We are connected
to God by the blood of Jesus.
Anyway. thts is my last FOCUS.
and naturally, there are many
things I would like to say. One
has been on my heart more so
than others these last few weeks.
It is the idea of relationship. Each
person has an idea of how they
want their relationships to be.
whether that be a relationship
with parents, friends, relatives,
acquaintances, boy/girlfriends or
just about any other relationship
one can have on this earth. We
tend to project that idea ofwhat a
relationship is on others. For
example, a boyfriend's idea of
relationship is physical and that
is projected on the girl, or the
girlfriend's idea of a relationship
is romance, and she projects that
on the boy, The point? We all
have an idea of what we want to_
do in a relationship and what we
want the other: person to do.
Like I said above, this can be
projected onto any relationship
that is held. That includes our
relationships with the Lord
Jesus. The devout pastor of a
church in the middle of Africa
has a different idea of what a
relationship with Jesus is than
that of an atheist in America.
One person says, "I have a differ-
ent way of having a relationship
with Jesus, and just because it
isn't like your relationship does-
n't make itwrong." Okay, Iwon't
argue that point. I question my
own relationship sometimes, so
who am I to judge? The question
Iwould like to ask is this, simply
put: what does a relationship
with Jesus look like to Jesus?
I have a fish, lovingly -named
D'Artagnan, and believe it or not,
we have a relationship. Ipromise
to feed him and take care of his
bowl, and he swims around and
looks at me, making fish faces.
On his part. the little darling, he
doesn't know. that he doesn't
have to fulfill his end of the
bargain. It would go against his
fishiness to decide one day to
stop swimming or leap out of his
bowl. I, on the other hand, have a
choice. I could feed him little and
refuse to clean his tank and
although he would still swim. he
wouldn't be healthy. If I chose to
stop feeding him because it
wasn't part of my definition of a
relationship with a fish, he would
die, and I'd have to get a new fish.
(Thank you Prof. Kok for getting
me hooked on these analogies; I
will miss you.)
Well, let's go to our relation-
ship with Jesus. He will always
love and want a relationship with
us, no matter what we do. He
can't jump out of His nature to
decide He doesn't want it any-
more and stop loving us. We, on
the other hand, have a choice in
the matter and for some reason
that makes us think that our
relationships with Him are then
subjective to our own personal
tastes. Jesus is not a fish; we
can't stick Him in a bowl and
then decide for ourselves how the
relationship will go depending on
our own interpretation of
Scripture or our feelings. Our
reiationsWps with humans may
be full of compromises and bar-
gains, but our relationsWps with
Jesus can't be that way. Jesus'
death on the cross was not -a
compromise! It was a sacrifice,
and yet all we hand back to Him
are our own compromises, refus-
tng to truly be the IMng sacI1fices
that we are called to be. That is
my final word. beloved students
of Dordt College. to you and to
myself: start thinking of what a
relationship with Jesus means to
Him, and don't think it all
revolves around you.
There is one Son, and we lit-
tle planets rotate around Him,
and it is ludicrous for us to try to
tell the Son how to rotate around
us. Farewell friends, I hope God
blesses you all in your lives, and
111 see you in heaven if not beforel
Love always, Jamie Stoy.
Response to That's just the way
some things are going to be
I am writing in response to last DiamDrtlfs
column entitled "That's Just the way some things
are going to be" by Robert Reitsma and Justin
Westerhoff. I feel It Is Important to -address some of
the things Isee wrong wIth the response these two
made to Brad De Kok's letter to the editor.
I thought the column was written In extreme-
.__ly poor taste. The columnist's Job is to write
columns. not to personally attack a respondent to '
the column. I am not saying that I 'COl"Pletely
( agree wIth what be KoICs letter said, but tile man-
ner Inwhich Reitsma and Westerhoff answered We
letter was far from professional. They said In theIr
column that they had written many times In thelr
hIgh school paper, whlch they think was better
than some college newspapers, Iwould not doubt
that they dJd. Unfortunately, their malurtly and
decent WI1tlng abl1lly do not prove to be school
newspaper-worthy In the last edlUOD of the
DIamond. In fact, they were exlremeIy rude to De
Kok In the way they responded. Granted, De Kak"e
letter was not the best example of beIng:....:.:n1...ce,;,;.;._b_u_t "
columnists and reporters have a certain l'I'SPOusI"
bl1lty to be somewhat professional even If attacked
by their respondents. In lhls case Reitsma and
Westerhoff dW .not show much courtesy. They
double-teamed De Kok and tried. Inmy opinion. to
make him look stupid wtth such sentences as "If
you ever do WI1te for the Diamond. rtIIJ, spell check
and learn simple English grammar flrst,"
Aft\or lald'I1g numerous Journallsm, classes
and haVIng worked at KDCR for a while, I learned
that when repoo'l;fng or reopondl/lll to someone,
you need to be eeurteous and respectful even If
attacked peI'SOII4lIIj', The sad lhJDg In my mind Is
that ~ts_ ~ westerbotr set out to defend
\henl8eIves ~a point tIley did not agreewtth,
but imfortunat4Y, all they dJd was reinforce the







One week ago, a blonde, big-
smiling, surfer-type guy named Chad
was inspecting our campus. I don't
quite understand why or for whom
he was "snocptng around" but it had
something to do with Dordt's spiritu-
ality. My nearest guess is Chad is
paid to be happy Big Bird type of
undercover spy. sniffing out and
assessing the Chrtstian character at
the majority of Iowa college and uni-
versity campuses.
Ichatted with cheerful Chad a
lotal of three hours. and at least a
half dozen others also were spotlight-
ed and interrogated by his highbeam
smiling questions. Towards the end
of the day, I asked him what he
found about Dordt though his inter-
views. particularly what our greatest
"sptrttual" strength was-Personal
devotions? The GIFT? Our world-
view? Chapel? PilA? What?
His eyes shone as he gave a
decidedly firm answer- "I've never
come across this phenomena as
strongly as it's been mentioned about
here at Dordt." He rested his lip mus-
cles into seriousness.
"Your greatest sptrttual
strength seems to come from the pro-
fessors-both in classroom instruc-
tion and especially outside interac-
tion."
Chad . relayed to me how
impressed he was with this fact. ~And
it's not just the Bible profs," he said,
the big-toothed grin suddenly pop-
ping out in excitement; "But it cuts
across the disciplines. All professors
and students seem to really CAREfor
each other! It's really wild, man!"
There's the professor of an ani-
mal science major who after an infor-
mal discussion. asked if the student
if he could pray with him.
There's the political science
prof that a '95 graduate still keeps in
contact with.
There's the biology professor-
who was the only reason a particular
student stayed at Dordt.
There's the history professor
who not only knows all of his stu-
dents names, but almost all their
parent's names as well.
There's the HPER professor
who counseled a girl on her eating
disorder.
There's the Theology Instructor
who has opened his home phone up
and often been a listening ear to a
student's non-academic problems.
There's the Physical Science
professor who has both invited stu-
dents over for dinner and has also
eaten with them in their apartment.
And (for me personally) there's
our old, crazy, beloved late registrar
who gave me some of the finest per-
sonal and academic advice I ever
received.
And there's almost all of the
other 80+ professors who (after class-
es and between classes and at the
expense of other class's preparation
and personal duties) discuss and
debate and counsel students as if we
were not just students, but friends
and colleagues.
Our teachers not only mow
their stuff-they really know us.
And many seniors approaching
May B with mixed feelings, do so
because of this above fact. for rela-
tionships Have been buUt wtth their
professors in their mutual four year
exploration of the discipline.
I'm glad Chad came last week.
Often, towards the end of the year,
we get upset about the amount of
work we have to do, and we complain
that the profs just don't understand.
And we might take one of our great-
est strengths for granted.
Perhaps we students, need to
be reminded of what Chad says
"Wow! The professor thing here is so
unique, manY What a gift from Godt"
And perhaps the professors
need to hear what this wrtter says. as
speaking on behalf of the whole stu-
dent body. "Thanks y'all-c-really."
Work to repair broken windows
ways, He also writes that a point
is "mute" rather than "moot." I
never knew that points could
speak.
Reitsma misplaces modi-
fiers, as well: one would think
from one sentence, "I can see
how much money I'm spending
in the catalogue," that Reitsma
must do a lot of shopping from
admissions material. (The sen-
tence should read, "I can see in
the catalog how much money I'm
spending. ")
I believe my point is made,
but I'd like to add one more
thought: people who live in glass
houses shouldn't throw stones.
As a columnist. Reitsma's house
is transparent. He needs to
learn to repair windows, not to
develop a pitcbmg arm.
Matthew McNatt
Mr. Reitsma needs to be
careful about telling people, as
he did in last issue's article
"That's the way some things are
going to be," to "run spell check
and learn simple English gram-
mar." That charge was just one
of Mr. Reitsma's personal
attacks against Brad De Kok,
who recommended in last issue
that there be no freshman
columnists in the Diamond.
Although Idisagree with De
Kok. I would recommend not
only that Mr. Reitsma' take a
basic logic course in which he
could learn about c;uyumentwn
ad hominem (the logical flaw of
attacking one's opponent), but
also that he follow his own sug-
gestion. In his article, Reitsma
makes "freshman" plural and
spells "catalog" two different
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Defenders in full swing, win three of five
by Jesse Groen
Sports Reporter
With baseball season in mid-
stride the Dordt College Defenders
have been doing their time on the dia-
monds. The baseball men have' a
record of 4-17 heading into the final
weeks of the schedule and have won
three of their last five games.
Sioux Falls 13. Dordt 1
Sioux Fslls 16. Dordt 7
(Sioux Center) On Friday. April
10, the Defenders took a couple of
tough losses to the University of Sioux
Falls in doubleheader action at Open
Space Park. The Defenders saw USF
score a total of 29 runs on 24 hits
through 10 innings in the two games.
Dordt's offensive output was lim-
ited in both games. USF held the
Defenders to three hits in game one. In
game two the men did manage to score
seven runs on seven hits by utilizing
key Sioux Falls errors.
On the mound in the first game
were Ryan Rietkerk and Ross Lefever.
Rietkerk took the loss after allowing
eight earned runs in the flrst inning.
Mick Vande Griend started the second
contest and was relieved by Joe
Melissen. Both Dordt hurlers gave up
eight earned runs and Vande Grtend
got the negative decision.
Sioux Falls 4. Dordt 3
Sioux Falls 17. Dordt 7
(Sioux Falls] Dordt gave Sioux
Falls a run for its money in the first
game of this twin bill. Mike Bruxvoort
tossed a nine-hit complete game for
the Defenders but still took the one-
run loss. The second game was a little
tougher on the Defenders, who were
forced to use three pitchers to combat
the active sticks of the Cougars. Dan
Blom got the starting nod and also
took the loss. On in relief were Kevin
Menitt and Melissen.
Offensively, the first game saw
the Defenders struggle once again, col-
lecting five hits. Dordt rode the error
gravy train again during game one,
scoring three unearned runs.
Game two was a different story
for the Dordt bats. Three players had
multi-hit games and seven of the nine
starters got a hit. Seth Oostenink and
Tim Roose went 2-4 and Jason
Dorhout had a perfect night at the
plate, going two for two.
Dordt 7. Dskota State 6
Dordt 12. Dskota State 7
(Sioux Center] The long ball
helped Dordt pull out of this twin spot
with a couple of big SDIC wins. Roose
and Craig Broek had solo shots in the
first game and Broek added another in
game two. Arlan Vander Woude found
the fence for a grand slam and four
)Ull to put Dordt up for good in game
two. Roose's homeruns came as part of
a 4-6 performance at the plate
through both games. Mike Fransman
was 2-3 with three RBIs in game one.
Broek went 5-1 on the day with five
RBI. Dorhout went 5-7 in the two
games and scored three runs.
Bruxvoort started in game one.
Lefever relieved and pitched two and a
third allowing only one hit to pick up
the win. Broek came in to pitch the
final third of an inning to pick up a
save. Rietkerk notched the win in
game two as he scattered eight hits
over seven innings.
Dskota State 5. Dordt 4
(Madison, SO] Dordt hit the road
to Madison with hopes of extending
their two game win streak. The hopes
were short-lived as the .Defenders fell
in a close one, 5-4. Game two of the
twin bill was postponed due to rain. _
Wometts ter\IlJJ dteps ~ffIiIrieS
byJ_oe ....~--
Dorhout kept his bat alive with
another perfect night from the plate,
going 2-2. Dave Dreessen went 2-4.
Tim De Jong, Brent De Ruyter, Roose,
Broek, Vander .woudc. and Fr'ansman
added one hit a piece.
Blom started on the hill for the
Defenders and allowed eight hits in 3-
2/3 innings. He was replaced by
Merritt who went two innings, giving
up seven hits. Blom was handed the
loss.
Dordt 8. Dskota Wesleyan 1
Dskota Wesleyan 5. Dordt 4
(Sioux Center) Another Open
Space Park doubleheader left Dordt
with a split on April 21. Dordt took the
first game behind a complete game,
two-hit performance from Bruxvoort.
Bruxvoort allowed one earned run over
seven innings while striking out nine
and walking three. Game two saw
Rietkerk take the hill, only to give way
to Broek for the last third of an inning.
Rietkerk scattered four hits and threw
five strikeouts in his time on the
mound.
De J ong, Dreessen and Blom
each had two-hit games in the first
contest. Roose and Broek contributed
one hit each to round- out the game
one offensive attack. De Jong and
Dreessen drove in two runs a piece. In
game two, De Jong went 3-4 and
Roose went 2-3.
The Defenders play in yankton,
S.D .• today (Thursday) agatnst Mount
Marty. The Lancers come to Sioux
Center Saturday for a doubleheader
starting at 1:00. Wednesday. Briar
Cliff is in town to close out Dordt's reg-
ular season.
A small core of seniors are play-
ing their last campaign for Dordt this
year. They are Tim De Jong, Seth
Oostenink and Chad Van Ginkel.
" a
SOFTBALLcont. from psge 8
ner Alysia Rens scored when Oostentnk singled,
tying the game. Oostenink took "third on a Baas
single and Vander Leest sent a one-out sacrifice fly
to tight field to win the game. 2-1. Poppema, now
7.,.7. was on the mound. allowing seven hits in the
win.
The Lady Defenders raise their record to 17-
14 after the busy days. They get a chance to extend
their three-game conference lead WitJ} a double-
header at Huron this afternoon (Thursday).
Saturday, the women play in Orange City against
Northwestern. Next Tuesday, Dordt plays its last
home game when Dakota State comes to town.
Only two seniors are wrapping up their Lady
Defender playing careers this season. Kris
Huenink and Amy Felkerna have both played all
four years at Dordt.
Travis BOnnema
Wendy Poppema fires this pitch home.
Dordt picthers have allowed just five runs in
the last three games, winning two of them.
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Lady Defenders skip to 9-1 South Dakota-Iowa Conference mark
the loss. Oostentnk, Baas. Huenink and
Meenderinck each had two hits.
at Southwest State
Oostenink led off the game with a
single and put Dordt ahead early. But
Southwest State took over in the late
innings and won 8-1. Poppema took the
loss. Baas had two hits.
The Lady Defenders started early in
the nightcap. but made the six flret-tnning
runs stick this time. Oostenink allowed
four runs in five innings and Poppema
closed the game out as Dordt won 6-4.
Huenink was 3-4 with two RBIs. Oostenink
and Geleynse each had two hits.
VB. Dakota Wesleyan
Tuesday's early game started out
slowly before erupttng.in the sixth inning.
The Lady Tigers scored four in the top of
the frame to go up 6~2. But Dordt
answered with six tallies to grab the 8~6
win. Vander Leest struck out four.
Oostenink was 3-4 with three RBIs and
two runs. Vander-Leest was also 3-4.
The nightcap started out slowly as
well, with Dordt slipping in one run in the
first. In the fifth, the women drove in three
more and held on for the 4-0 win.
Poppema threw the shutout on eight hits
and five strikeouts. Oostenink was 2-4
with two runs scored. Vander I..eest had
two hits and Poppema had two RBIs.
VS. Briar Cliff
Dordt welcomed the Lady Chargers
to Sioux Center yesterday (Wednesday) in
a tough non-conference matchup. The vis-
itors dropped in two-spots in the Itfth and
seventh frames for a 4-0 lead. The Lady
Defenders scored once in the bottom of
the seventh, but the rally fell short in a 4-
1 loss. Vander Leest, now 7-2, struck out
five but took the loss in the pitcher's duel.
Poppema scored the only run as Dordt
was held to four hits.
The late game saw another low-scor-
ing battle. Briar Cliff scored once in the
sixth and Dordt was forced to rally in the
bottom of the seventh. Renee Van Kooten
led off with a pinch-hit double. Pinch run-
loaded, but couldn't dent
home. Grand View came
through with two runs in
the top of the seventh
and held off the Lady
Defenders for a 4-2 win.







bases loaded triple in the
third to give Dordt a 3-1
I win in the opening game.
She finished with two
hits. Poppema scattered
six hits and didn't allow
an earned run.
Sioux Falls scored
three runs in the first
liming of the night.cap to
i4loio6;l'IfI grab the first lead. Dordt
started chipping back in
and grabbed the lead with
four scores in the sixth to
steal the 5-3 win. Vander". . Leest was on the mound
for the win. Marlene Van





5-2 after two innings. Dordt tied it with
three in the bottom of the sixth, but
Wayne State answered with three in the
top of the seventh. The Lady Defenders
rallied with two runs in the bottom of the
frame and had the bases loaded. But a
groundout ended the game in an 8-7 loss.
Poppema allowed six earned runs in the
loss. Oostenink and Geleynse were the
only women with two hits.
Geleynse had a bases loaded triple to
key Dordt to a 6-2 lead aft.er three innings
in the lat.e game. But Wayne State worked
back and took the game over, winning 12-
6. Vander Leest. pitched the first 3-1/3
innings, allowing three runs. Oostenink
wrapped up the game with nine runs and




mate how many games
one team can play in two
weeks. The softball
women have played 17
games in the last 14 days.
They also had a double-
header rained out. And
they play again today. The
Lady Defenders have
played solid ball during
that stretch, raising their
season record to 17-14,




grabbed game one 4-1
behind a three-run third
inning. Wendy Poppema
scattered seven hits to get
the win. Krts Huenink was
3-4 from the _plate.
Dordt ran away with
the nightcap ] 1-0 in six
innings. The women
scored six runs in the top
or the stxth to force the
quick ending. Karla
Vander Leest allowed only
two hits. Poppema was 2-
3 with three RBIs. Angie Oostenink was 3-
5.
NW Iowa Softball Classic
The women opened with Grand View
and were quickly locked in a tough battle.
Both teams had one-run leads, but Grand
View took the 3-2 win. Vander Leest
allowed nine hits in the loss. Oostenink
was 3-3 from the plate with an RBI.
Briar Cliff was the next team up in
pool play and the Lady Chargers shut out
Dordt, 4-0. Oostenink gave up only five
hits but walked seven batters -from the
mound. Huenink was 2-3 and Vander
Leest had Dordt's only other hit.
The Lady Defenders got back on the




Carla Geleynse gets the bat moving. The Lady Defenders
are doing a lot of moving, winning four of their last five.
teams had small leads, but Dordt scored
two in the top of the seventh to take the 5-
4 win. Vander Leest struck out seven.
Faith Baas and Vander Leest each had
two hits and Oostenink scored twice.
The women scored three runs in the
first inning against Dakota Wesleyan and
carried on to a 6-1 win to close out pool
play. Poppema didn't allow an earned run
as she got the mound Win. She and Carla
Geleynse each had two RBls. Vander Leest
and Huenink each touched home t.wice.
Dordt drew a rematch with Grand
View in the semi-finals. The women scored
a pair in the bottom of the second, but
Grand View tied it in the third. In the
sixth, Dordt threatened with the bases SOFTBALL cont. on page 9
Strong to the Finish: Track Teams Continue to Excel There are still three meets forthe Defenders and possibly nation-
als. An upcoming major meet is the
Drake relays in Des Moines this weekend. Only three of
Dordt men's teams are entered in the stiff competition
against 125 other schools.
On May 1 'and 2 are the Howard Wood Relays in
Sioux Falls. But the real focus is on the South Dakota-
Iowa Conference Meet at Black Hllls State on May 9.
This is the Sal urday following graduation and pits Dordt
against all the. other teams in the conference.
It is unknown at this point whether any Dordt
teams have qualified for Nationals in Tulsa. Oklahoma,
which will be held on May 21-23. However, according to
Coach Altena, it has been one of the best seasons ever
for t.he men's team. The men won two meets and quite a
few old school records were broken.
As happens every year, the seniors on the team will
not be back to run next year. This is the final year for
Kristen Schemmerhom, Jason De Weerd, Paul Buwalda.
Matt Oostra and Lucas Vander Leest.
400m hurdles. In the 5000m event, Jon Vander Kooy
placed third 'with a time of 16:30. Wiebe Vander Hoek
placed third in the javelin, throwing 131 feet.
The Sioux City Relays. with 18 teams competing,
was also a great meet for the Dordt teams, as the men
broke two long-standing school records. For the distance
medley relay, Jason De Weerd, Holwerda, Kingma and
Summerhays came in at 10: 14.67. Troy Ten -Naple
joined Jason De Weerd, Holwerda and Kingma to break
the Dordt 4x400m relay record that has stood since
1978.
The women also did welL In the sprint medley
Rouw, Palmer. Carmegieter. and Rachelle Walhof came
in sixth.· In the 4x400m relay, Rouw. Palmer,
Cannegieter and Eekhof came in seventh at 4:08.4.
Dordt also participated in an unscored meet yester-
day hosted by Dakota State. The women's -4x400 relay
team took the only first place for the Dordt teams, run-
ning in 4:09.96.
by Karen den Boer
Sports Reporter
The Dordt men wort their second consecuUve track
meet on April 11 when they hosted .the Dordt
Invitational Track Meet. They placed first over six other
teams, including Northwestern and Buena Vista, who
tied for second place.
The women took fifth place. Juli Rouw, Alyssa
Howerzyl. Cathy Palmer and Lisa Cannegteter won the
sprint medley with a time of 4:24. Tabitha Vander \VUt
won the 1500m event with 5:17.6, and Palmer placed
second in the 400m with :61.9. Jackie Eekhof also
placed second in the 400m hurdles with :70.6.
In the men's events, Paul Buwalda won the triple
jump at 41 '8", and Mark Buwalda placed second at
40'9". JeffSummerhays won the 1500m, at 4:03.9, while
Ron Kingma won the 800m at 1:59.3. Steve Holwerda
came in second on the 400m,as did Eric Carlson on the
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up in the first part of my life, I can
spend the rest of my life taking down."
She refuses to buy into the popular
ideology of "quantifiable" personhood.
I••••••II~~~~~~QIa matter of credentials. success, andresults. controlled by institutions who
have no tolerance for the poor of
heart. She says we all fail, and she
proposes a better way to cope. For Norris.
faith is not a product, but a process-like
the writing of a poem. Constant revision
Is part of the fabric of faith life.
Norris addresses struggling. ill-
respected artists, comparing them to an
ignored monastic community. American
culture crtucizes both and yet invariably
looks to them for answers to the "deep"
questions. "Structuring a life around
WIiting is as crazy as structuring a life
around prayer." she says. "yet ... deep
down, people seem glad to know that
monks are praying, that poets are writing
poems."
Far from escapism. Norris' commu-
nal experience is an appealing alternative
for the self propelled and competition
worn. She describes how the Monks'
quiet contemplation taught her how to
sanctify her time. "You never really finish
anything in life," she says. "and while
that's humbling, and frustrating, it's all
right."
She compares liturgical time to
poetic time. "oriented toward process
rather than productivity, willing to wait
o"~ntivelv In •
pushing to get the job done."
Noms does not find tucked-away
monks socially deficient. On the contrary,
she claims they make the very best fIiends.
She ·says. "When you can't make love phys-
ically..you figure out other ways to do it."
The Benedictines have a practice
called lectio divlna-Iiterally, holy reading.
Noms describes this as a way of reading
scripture and literature in a way that
"works the earth of the heart." She says it




Finding a tradition of rebellion
by Stephanie Brown
Staff Writer
In these days. when the Church is
Viewed from the outside (and at times
from the inside) as staunchy. settled, and
stagnant-polluted by status seekers,
sellouts and hypocrites-righteous rebels
are seeking new ways to live. They want
to thrive in community without risking
conformity. They want to be genuine
seekers who protect the free spirit of the
individual with mind and heart
unleashed to encounter meaning, emo-
tion, and response. And yet Christianity
is a religion based on a book-an old
book at that. So how do we shake off the
pollution and retain the vital truth?
In Kathleen Norris' book The Cloister
Walk. she explores what it means for the
church to reclaim its definitive history,
sacred tradition, and literary potency. It's
a perso~.a~...narrative about religious life,~_~-f.--
poet. The text quakes with the power of
words, pulling us back to the passion of
'.."Inspired text to study our ancient roots.
to trust timeless insights and to wrestle
with modern cultural concerns.
Norris tells how she spent two nine-
month terms as a poet-In-residence at a
Benedictine Monastery and how it
revived in her a childlike wonder at reve-
lation. But she doesn't preach doctrine:
she presents a way of living. She says.
"One of my greatest freedoms is to see
that all the pretenses and defenses I put
Norris' study of the Psalms has
taught her that she's a dependent per-
son, and that too is okay. She says the
Psalms are a safe place for the joyless
and doubt stricken. It is in this poetry,
where suffering mingles with praise, that
"Welearn how trials can ignite worship.
Her thoughts on the process and
goal of learning refresh the soul
submerged in academia. She says,
"[Disciplines] are not so much subjects to
be mastered 'as ways of life that require
continual conversion." She promotes
individual experience. but not for a
narcissistic end. She says the point of
personal transformation is sharing with
others-to bring on communal response,
to stir each other with our insight. joy.
and despair.
Orthodox rebellion. An oxymoron?
Not for Norris. She pulls out tales of
(female) saints and martyrs. generally
filed away as the "untouchably holy." to
prove them rebels-even treasonous
offenders of the dominant mores of their
times.
The saints broke through cultural
restrictions, often in astonishingly radi-
cal ways. She tells of brave 6th century
women who defended the faith in the
public square and had their tongues torn
out for it. Nonis says, "it's one way to
silence a woman."
Norris is blazing back an ancient
path in hot pursuit of a fresher faith. A
M" ~~. ~<:aJJd _L_' ~
joined the Benedictines seeking
discipline. mystery, and spiritual
upheaval. She says, "We must not settle
for false certitude. but embrace
ambfgutty and mystery."
Norris' words are more than refresh-
ing: they are turbulent yet consoling,
down to earth, yet soaring.
Play aimed at children hits adults too
by Cheryl Wierda
News Editor
Last weekend, I decided to turn from
my homework and responsibilities and
reminisced about the days when life was
simpler and I didn't have to write any
papers. Part of my little trtp back to child-
hood included watching the play The
Honorable Urashima Taro. Although this
play is aimed at children, it also provided
quality entertainment for adults. Direcior
Sarah Bliss said in the last issue of the
Diamond, "It was one of the few (plays)
that I found that didn't talk down to chil-
dren," and I agree with this.
A play that addressed the value of
family, The Honorable Urashima Taro
challenges the minds of children and
adults alike, is well performed, and is
exquisttely presented.
What really caught my attention was
the set. It was extremely well crafted, from
the waves of the ocean which the
puppeteers hid behind to the sea
creatures, which were made from paper
mache and hand painted. What was really
neat was the use of glitter on each of the
sea creatures, because this contributed to
making the set look like an undersea
world.
The portrayal of the fight between the
Sea Scorpion (James Van Dyk) and
Urashima Taro [Larry Post) was also great
because of the innovative use of props.
The Scorpion was simply a cardboard pair
of claws in the fight, and Taro was
represented by a small cardboard man on
a stick. Both were placed behind the
screen, and the scene was shown as a
shadow of these props. The simplicity of
the representation of this scene made it
more effective.
However, the portrayal of the
Scorpion earlier in the play could have
been frightening to younger children. In
fact, in a performance for a school, a child
started crying because of it. So at times
this play can be a little much for younger
children. But the portrayal of this scene
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shone on the screen behind the actors,
and I believe this is more effective than
having a person on stage.
A nice touch, I thought, occurred
after the play. All of the actors stood with
their puppets outside the entrance, so
that the children (and the not so young!)
could see the puppets and how they
worked. This is neat, because then the
children have an idea how the play was
produced. and that there are actually real
people behind the puppets.
Although The Honorable Urashima
Taro is aimed at children. I really enjoyed
watching it. Every detail of the show was
well done. An enthusiastic two thumbs
up!
• >-•
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Read a Book, Save a Life
• by Paula Trelck
Freelance EdItor
Okay, the title might be a tad dramatic, Maybe you think
you've done enough reading this semester to last a lifetime. Not to
sound too much like a public service announcement. but. .. Read a
book. Travel to a different world. Broaden your horizons, set loose
your imagination. The life you save will be your own.
A few fiction and non-fiction recommendations from English
professors and other readers-at-large:
Fifth Business by Robertson Davies
Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood
The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco
The Cloister Walk; Dakota; Amazing Grace by Kathleen Norris
The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bukgakov
Persuasion; Mansfield Park by Jane Austen
Shirley; Villette by Charlotte Bronte
The Invention of Curried Sausage by Uwe Timm
Quarantine by Jim Crace
Things Fall Apart by Chtnua Achebe
Obesan by Joy Kagawa
Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt
The Stone Diaries by Carol SWelds
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier
Bad Land by Jonathon Raban
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Beloved by Toni Morrison
Or, crack the binding of some poetry, Check out a collection by




Elizabeth Barrett Browningeo. iJ •
Margaret Avison
Gerard Manley Hopkins
Scad ron-Wattles speaks on
being a Christian in the Arts
by David Schaap
Staff Reporter
method of conducting a the-
atre. He used the term "trans-
formational" to describe his
company's work. By this, he
meant that Theatre and
Company's plays do not simply
preach the message of Gospel,
like "separatist" Christian the-
atre groups. Instead, Theatre
and Company use the relation-
ships they build with their
patrons to give a Christ-like
example. He said that many of
the theatre's costumers are
shocked because "they are
treated as a human being, not
just a ticket number," citing the
. high percentage of costumers
who repeatedly return for the
experience the theatre pro-
vides. Professor Simon du
Toit, who has known




insightful," and that he
had a excellent grasp
on art and contempo-
rary Western culture:




On April 15, Stewart
Scadron-WatUes visited Dordt
to give a series of lectures on
role of theatre and art in a
Chrtstian community as well as
conduct workshops for several
theatre arts classes. He trav-
eled from Kitchner, Ontario,
where he works as artistic
director of Theatre and
Company, a theatre group that
produces plays from a
Christian perspective. He used
this experience as examples of
an artist's role in community.















The Last Weeks of Music at Dordt
by Kevin Mus
"bIgh-art" music critic
Duling these last days of the semester, people
at Dordt are still finding the time to put on some
fine musical performances. Some of them are
required to, such as Bonnie Runia, who is putting
on her senior organ recital tonight at 7:30 p.m. If
you don't have anything planned this evening,
appreciate fine music, or maybe just want a unique
study break, make a point of healing Bonnie's
award-winning musical skill.
Also required to give a senior recital was
Jamey Clapp, who culminated his four years of
trombone study at Dordt with a performance last
Wednesday night. Accompanied by virtuoso pianist
Kristin Sybesma, Clapp played seven pieces, each
of which showed off his considerable instrumental
talent. The Dordt College Chamber Orchestra com-
plimented him on a somber but beautiful concerti-
no, and four other musicians joined Clapp in the
DC Brass ensemble on the final number. Although
he was exhausted from months of practicing and
was not completely happy with his performance.
Clapp put on a show that was definitely worth see-
ing. Besides hearing great music, those who went
to the recital also enjoyed great food at the recep-
tion and were treated to the sight of Leah Van
Doornik in a tuxedo!
On Tuesday night, the Northwest Iowa
Symphony Orchestra (NlSO) finished e season
with its Spring Concert in the BJ Haan AuditoIium.
The orchestra played five compositions, each billed
as being among the most-loved symphonic works.
Under the direction of Dordt professor Dr. Henry
Duitrnan, NISO started off with Beethoven's excit-
ing Egmont Overture. The powerful string parts on
this piece sounded a bit rough at times, but the
overture also started off a night of impressive wood-
wind solos. Even the French horns, which have
seemed a bit weak in the past, were virtually flaw-
less in their numerous featured parts.
The orchestra followed Beethoven with
Copland's An Outdoor Overture, in which listeners
were treated to a full dose of brass and occasional
Travis Bonnema
Jamey Clapp performed solo for the
final time at Dordt College.
strains of folksy rhythm. Selections from
Stravtnsky'e Firebird, where the woodwinds had
another chance to shine, concluded the first half.
In the second half of the concert, a smaller
ensemble came on stage to perform Mozart's
Symphony No. 32, a wonderful classical piece.
Finally, to finish off the night and the year, the full
orchestra returned to play George Bizet's four
movement L'Arleslenne Suite No.2. Bizet must
have loved woodwinds, for parts for flute, oboe, bas-
soon, clarinet, piccolo, French hom, and even sax-
ophone were woven through the entire work.
If you didn't get a chance to hear much of the
musical vaIiety that was offered at Dordt this year,
be sure to look into the concerts for next year. They
are sure to be excellent. For all those who love the
high-art form of "classical" music, this has been
This Week in Music at Dordt.
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Can't you just wait for club day next year? You know,
the excitement surrounding the SUB, with hoards of students
trying desperately to squeeze their names onto that last slot
on the Hilarious or Computer Club list? yah, 1 know what
you're thinking: "Clubs are for losers without a social life?
Well, things ate going to be a little different starting next
year... that's right, there's a new club on campus.
A spree of vandal-
ism in Sioux Center has
prompted Dordt College
to add an alternative
form of extra-curricular







Rynders, I was able to
extract some key details
about this whole D.U.M.
movement. "I guess it
all started three weeks ago," Rynders sighed. "I was leaving
campus for the day and twenty-nine vandals came out of
nowhere and mugged mel I was able to fend off twenty-eight
of the rascals with my blackbelt karate knowledge, but the
other proceeded to slash my tires, steal my stereo system, and
scratch up my hood ... $232,320.21 of damage I tell you!
Thankfully, my insurance is covering it, so now I'll be able to
install that new pool I've always wan ... er, well, anyways,
back to the point. I was a little upset about the whole inci-
dent, but didn't think much of it until a couple weeks ago."
Rynders paused, trying to collect his thoughts. "It was the
night of the Spring Fling, if I'm not mistaken, and the town
was abuzz. I was sitting at home that night, reading the
paper. All of the sudden, my phone rang! It was a com-
puterized voice, masked so that I could not make out the
caller. The voice snarled, 'You think your college is SO
great that it can' exclude itself from the rest of society with
10,000 gates? Well, we'll see about that!' I was alarmed ...
I didn't know what to do! Well, I think you know the rest
of the story about what happened that night..."
The rest of the story (if you've been participating in
too many clubs and have been withdrawn from society the
past few weeks) is that the parking lot across from East
Campus was hit hard by vandals that evening. Windows
were bashed. Stereos stolen. Insurance companies cring-
ing.
Well, kids, it's time for retribution. By joining the
Dordt Underground Militia, you can fight back against this
needless slaying of vehicles. Job description includes the
following:
-short, 20-hour workdays
-the option to carry a bazooka, uzi,
or zesty hotdish grenades
-full room and board in the upper
room of the Sioux Center swimming 1,-
pool
-great-looking cornstalk uniforms
(render people invisible in the Iowa
environment)
-full training in a specific field, plus
$40,000 for college... oops, wrong
organization
Get ready for Club Day 1998! It








meet Mike's parents j /
check out financial aid benefits for married ;;tudents
look at rings at Pat's--DROP HINTS! \ II) ,/
Print engagement announcement in TOo'AY -/
engagement announcement in Shopper'/
rent BJ Haan Auditorium /"
. reserve West Commons /
Ke.\\1 choose bridesrnaids v" A"lA....,;;;rvT'~11'1C6T.
AM bot,I" colors ~-----~..,. I-¥~~~~;oyr
~ dresses/"
AIl"'iI7 music, flowers, cake fro Case-y'-s~
attend bridal fairs v
discuss menu with Carrie Foodsv
dress fitting v
order butterflies to be released v"
book photographer v .
register at Walmart and Dollar Store"/
buy wedding rings v(soli+o.i(~lj1<1!lJ1~~ ;;:-- • ?';
honeymoon plans v -SiQU.>C FOi\s.? SIDW G~ 7~hV
rent basement apartment in Sioux Center .
final dress fitting ~ i
write vows J, ~ fa,KL WtJu.- ~ I---Jtf 1ItfI A.
buy clothes for honeymoon! a . , . . I . (I r , \C:f ~
~I[\ address & mail invitatlons >- ~e..d·{(t:a-fD "-afp. '~P..
~\q;:~V·'send wedding announcement to Shopper a-t~ P..
"~/:;1practice ~airstY,le wI headpiece and veil at Renae's S~ a-ta
v ~dget marriage license ~IA/~
z-:p- break in wedding shoes fAVO(S' Va~
confirm all details ~rY't)J.s l ?-- .
PACK!!!!! J;i,..t{~ ?
rehearsal uJu'c[ ~n;,( rWrrf<;../
rehearsal dinner ./frtV '







Ur. cvi Mrs, /l(A~) I!~ &ta~
1\
"They could be good, they just need to be developed"
by Conway TwItty
Guest Reporter
Why not a goat?
The Science Department will be
allotting 2 percent of its
1998 fiscal year budget to
allocate a new addition to
its present assets for the
education of the Biology
majors.
This addition will
not be a new wing or
another greenhouse.
despite rampant rumors,
or what "they" said. The





whose parents died in a
trapeze accident, was fea-
tured as "Dairy Goat of
the Month" in the second issue of the
Crossfire. "We just felt so sorry for the poor
little thing, so we bought it. Also, when it
dies we can dissect it to see the physiologi-
cal effects of having parents whose parents
died in a trapeze accident, also known as'
Book Burning Party
highest value of books burned
Come to the firepit behind the









-Julie Ten Napel, Stylist.
-Gwen Van Roekel, Stylist.
-Greta Van Zee, Stylist-
Hours:
Mon-Tbur.: 9-9 722·00 08
Fn.-Sat: 9-5
Located near the northwest
entrance of the Center Mall
251 N Main St. 208
Beats the Bookstore!
the rare "Robin Disorder". or R.D."
As one of the only sufferers of R.D.,
Ernie is a special case. But more impor-




in a trapeze accident.
he is a two-year-old
Nubian goat. "This is
especially important
if you consider the
effects of the Nubian
goat worldview in a~~"'IIIIII...postmodern society
Ii. such as ours. This
~






"Yes, I believe Ernie
will be invaluable as a tool for learning.
Besides, when the committee deeply ques-
tioned themselves about the acquisition of a
goat, they just said, 'Why not a goat. '"
/ I \
"Guess what? I graduated with honors. Actually,
it's called 'Magna cum dermadentus' which
means 'by the skin of one's teeth'."
